Mast cell heterogeneity: evidence and implications.
Mast cells and basophils play a fundamental role in the pathogenesis of allergic disease, although their physiologic role is largely unknown. A large body of evidence now indicates that the properties of mast cells are dependent on the tissue and species from which they are derived. Such mast cell heterogeneity encompasses differences in morphology, development, cytochemistry, and function. The evidence for such heterogeneity, and some of its clinical implications, is discussed.